
  

UPCOMING  
 
Apr 11 Malibu STEAM Night  

  6-7:30PM 

  Malibu Elementary, VB 
 
Apr 12  Star Party in  

  the Swamp 

  6-9:30PM 

  Dismal Swamp State Park, NC 
 
Apr 15  Intro to Astronomy  

  1-3PM 

  Chesapeake Central Library 
 
 
 
For more information, go to 

www.backbayastro.org/ 

 

LOOKING UP!      a message from the president 
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The official newsletter of the Back Bay Amateur Astronomers 

This month Iôd like to discuss two things about ñLooking Up.ò  

The first is outreach. Engaging with the public and encouraging them to 

look up helps you and your fellow amateur astronomers. The more the public 

is aware of astronomy and views the night sky, the more concerned they will 

be about things like light pollution and funding for astronomy-related fields. 

One thing all amateur astronomers have in common is that we all have shared 

the moment when a member of the public sees Saturn or Jupiter through a 

telescope for their first time and cannot contain themselves. Thereôs always at 

least one person at each outreach event who is so taken aback by the experience 

that they cannot contain their excitement. It happened again for me at the Deep 

Creek Central Elementary School event in March.  

So once again I encourage all of our club members to get involved in our 

outreach events. No matter how little you think you know about astronomy, 

chances are that you know more than the general public. You are helping them  

 

 The BBAA is a member organization of the Astronomical League. 
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At Marchôs Skywatch, guests were able to view various nebulae, galaxies, star clusters, 

Mars, a pass of the International Space Station, and more.  
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M63, the Sunflower Galaxy  

is a flocculent spiral galaxy (SAbc) found 

in the Canes Venatici constellation.  

It's 29.3 million light years away and 

interacts gravitationally with M51.  

I imaged this last March at the Staunton 

River Star Party.  It was cold, windy, and 

the ground was soaked from days of rain 

and snow flurries. Because of thin clouds, 

high winds, and equipment failures, I was 

only able to get 2.5 hours out of the 16 

hours I had planned on. Iffy forecasts for 

more miserable weather caused me to 

retreat home with minimal data and 

cracked tent poles. 2.5 hours of data 

wouldn't normally be enough for an 

image but the very dark skies at the SRSP 

prevailed.  

 

  

Looking Up! Cont d 

to discover the night sky, and the joy you bring them can 

be seen at every outreach event.  

The second thing about ñLooking Upò is the 

Astronomical Leagueôs observing programs. In the past, 

our club members have completed many of the programs 

as can be evidenced by viewing our Hall of Fame section 

on the website located here: BBAA Observing Programs 

Hall of Fame. Completing these programs will enable 

you to be a better observer and amateur astronomer.  

 

Iôd like to refer you to the article Outreach is 

a Pro/Am Privilege by Kristine Larsen in the 

December 2018 issue of the Reflector. If you 

havenôt read it, I highly recommend it.  

While on the topic of the AL observing 

programs, I would also like to thank Bill McLean 

for all of his years volunteering to be the clubôs 

ALCOR, and to welcome our new ALCOR, Bruce 

Powers.  

See you at the next club event and until then keep 

Looking Up. 

The Sunflower Galaxy 
By Dan Pelzel 

Imaged by Dan Pelzel with 8in RC, ASI1600MM-Coo 
 and LRGB filters. 

For full resolution image go to: 
https://www.astrobin.com/full/338552/C/ 

 
 

 More Observers on page 11 

http://backbayastro.org/observing_programs.php#halloffame
http://backbayastro.org/observing_programs.php#halloffame
https://www.astrobin.com/full/338552/C/


 

  

 

Aprilôs skies find Mars traveling between star 

clusters after sunset, and a great gathering of 

planets just before sunrise. 

Mars shows stargazers exactly what the term 

ñplanetò originally meant with its rapid movement 

across the evening sky this month. The ancient 

Greeks used the term planete, meaning wanderer, 

to label the bright star-like objects that travelled 

between the constellations of the zodiac year after 

year.  

You can watch Mars as it wanders through the 

sky throughout April, visible in the west for several 

hours after sunset. Mars travels past two of the 

most famous star clusters in our night sky: the 

Pleiades and Hyades. Look for the red planet next 

to the tiny but bright Pleiades on April 1st. By the 

second week in April, it has moved eastward in 

Taurus towards the larger V-shaped Hyades. Red 

Mars appears to the right of the slightly brighter 

red-orange star Aldebaran on April 11th. We see 

only the brightest stars in these clusters with our 

unaided eyes; how many additional stars can you 

observe through binoculars? 

Open clusters are made up of young stars born 

from the same ñstar nurseryò of gas and dust. These 

two open clusters are roughly similar in size. The 

Pleiades appears much smaller as they are 444 light 

years away, roughly 3 times the distance of the 

Hyades, at 151 light years distant. Aldebaran is in 

the same line of sight as the Hyades, but is actually 

not a member of the cluster; it actually shines just 

65 light years away! By comparison, Mars is 

practically next door to us, this month just a mere  

 

 

18 light minutes from Earth - thatôs about almost 200 

milli on miles. Think of the difference between how long 

it takes the light to travel from these bodies: 18 minutes 

vs. 65 years! The rest of the bright planets rise before 

dawn, in a loose lineup starting from just above the 

eastern horizon to high above the south: Mercury , 

Venus, Saturn, and Jupiter . Watch this month as the 

apparent gap widens considerably between the gas giants 

and terrestrial planets. Mercury hugs the horizon all 

month, with Venus racing down morning after morning 

to join its dimmer inner solar system companion right 

before sunrise. In contrast, the giants Jupiter and Saturn 

move away from the horizon and rise earlier all month 

long, with Jupiter rising before midnight by the end of 

April.  

The Lyrids  meteor shower peaks on April 22nd, but 

sadly all but the brightest meteors will be washed out by 

the light of a bright gibbous Moon. 

 

By David Prosper 

 

The path of Mars between the Pleiades 

and Hyades in April. 

Image created with assistance from Stellarium. 
 

This article was distributed by  

NASA Night Sky Network 

Visit  https://nightsky.jpl.nasa.gov/ 

https://nightsky.jpl.nasa.gov/


  

A couple of months ago, I hosted some 

travel journalists at the Patterson Observatory 

(on the campus of the University of Arizona, 

Sierra Vista).  Toward the end of their visit they 

interviewed our participating club members and 

asked what our ódreamô was.  I told them my 

dream was to move to southern Arizona and 

have a 30-inch telescope in my dark back yard.  

So yeah, I guess youôd say I am living the 

dream!  

New members of BBAA are wondering: 

who is this guy (and why is he a member of 

BBAA if his driverôs license says ñArizonaò on 

it)?  Iôve been a member of BBAA since 1995 

and up until mid-2012 when I retired and moved 

to Arizona, I was a pretty active member.  I miss 

my BBAA family a lot; I miss the events, 

Skywatch, Night Hike, and Boardwalk, and the 

planetariums, and I really miss the ECSP (East 

 

 

 

By Ted Forte 

Coast Star Party).  So after more than a half dozen 

years away, I thought Iôd say hello. 

While I certainly miss Virginia, I love my new 

home.  Southeastern Arizona is a Mecca for 

astronomers for a reason. Cochise County AZ, 

where I reside, boasts more than 60 amateur  

 Continued next page 

Ted Forteôs personal observatory: 30ôx30ô 

roll off roof that houses a computer controlled 

30-inch f/4.45 StarSplitter Dob.   

 



 

 

 

  

observatories. Our countyôs sparse population and 

stringent outdoor lighting codes make for a pretty dark 

sky.  

Situated about 8 miles east of Sierra Vista 

Arizona on 4.5 acres of high desert scrub at an altitude 

of 4,160 feet, my observatory is a 30ôx30ô roll off roof 

that houses a computer controlled 30-inch f/4.45 

StarSplitter Dob.   

I purchased my home, the observatory and the 30-

inch from Gary Meyers of Stellar Cat ï the creator of 

the Servo Cat dual axis drive system with which some 

of you are no doubt familiar.  My scope was his test 

platform when his product line was first being 

developed. The serendipitous availability of his 

property just as my retirement neared is the reason I 

landed in Sierra Vista.  

 

 

My Arizona club (Huachuca Astronomy 

Club) members are the volunteer operators at 

an observatory on the UA South campus (the 

Patterson Observatory) that houses an OGS 

20-inch f/8.1 RC in a 16-foot Ash Dome.  As 

both an officer of the club and a sitting 

member of the board of directors for the 

foundation that owns the facility, I am the de 

facto director of that observatory.  We do 

much of our outreach there and I spend 

enough time there to call it a second home.  

So, I am living the dream ï enjoying a 

remarkably dark sky from the convenience of 

my backyard and living large in a small rural 

town.  Yet, I still think about my Tidewater 

friends and Iôm still proud to be a member of 

the BBAA!  (Albeit óBBAA Westô these 

days).  If you find yourself visiting SE AZ 

(Iôm just 20 minutes from Tombstone) stop by 

and say hello! 

 

-Ted Forte 

Patterson Observatory Patterson Observatoryôs 20-inch f/8.1  

RC in a 16-foot Ash Dome 

 



The BBAA scholarship program offers 

financial assistance to graduating high school 

seniors in our area that demonstrate an avid interest 

in astronomy. The BBAA awards two scholarships 

each year. A general $1,500.00 scholarship and the 

Georgie June Memorial Astronomy Scholarship for 

$500.00. Georgie June was a passionate amateur 

astronomer and longtime active member of the 

BBAA. 

To apply, download our scholarship 

application form. If you would like to make a 

donation to our scholarship fund please go to the 

BBAA store and scroll down to the section marked 

"Donate to the BBAA Scholarship Fund". 

Deadline to apply is May 1. 

 

 

 

  

The BBAA has 
Scholarship Opportunities 

We met for our monthly meetings on March 7th 

and April 4th at TCC Virginia Beach. Full meeting 

minutes are posted on our website.  

The Back Bay Amateur Astronomers meet on the 

first Thursday of each month from 7:30 ï 9pm.  

Typically, we meet at TCC Virginia Beach on the second 

floor of Building Jðthe Science Building, in room JC-

11. (room may vary) 

Occasionally, we meet at either TCCôs planetarium on 

the first floor, or at the Plaza Middle School planetarium. 

All meetings are free and open to the public. After 

normal business, there is usually a presentation. 
2018 Scholarship Recipients, Zoe Waring and 

William Greer with Scholarship Committee 

Chairman, Ben Loyola 

http://backbayastro.org/documents/BBAA_2019_Scholarship_App.pdf
http://backbayastro.org/documents/BBAA_2019_Scholarship_App.pdf
http://backbayastro.org/store.php#donate
http://backbayastro.org/documents.php
https://astrokayla.wordpress.com/2019/03/10/i-got-a-nasa-internship/?fbclid=IwAR3K_QOz8EYt8V76AhWTCMps0sVzefA50k0Z74p3rZZWjXXhomdm3itm-qo



