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UPCON”NG At Marchodés Skywatch, guests were abl e

Mars, a pass of the International Space Station, and more.

i viahdaid LOOKING UP!  amessage from the president

Malibu Elementary VB

Thismont h | 6d | i ke t oAftadkisgddptss s t w
Apr 12 Star Party in The first is outreachEngagingwith the public and encouraging them
gﬁg_gg";ﬁp look uphelps you and your fellow amateur astronomers. The more the ¢

Dismal Swamp State Park, N¢ is aware of astronomy and views the night,skg more concernethey will
be about things like light palition and funding for astronorglated fields.
Apr 15 Intro to Astronomy . . .
1-3PM One thing all amateur ashomers have in common is tive¢ all have sharec
Chesapeake Central Library the moment when a member of the public s&atirn or Jupiter through
telescope for thefirst time and cannot contain themselvésh e r e 6 s
least one person at eamtitreachevent who is so taken aback by the experie
that they cannatontain their excitement. llappened agaiior meat the Deep
Creek Central Elenmg¢ary School evenh March
So once again | encouragh of our club members to get involved in o
A . outreach events. No matter how little you think you know about astrgn
) oY i chances are that you know more thangéeeral public. 6u are helpinghem
5 3 Continued on page 2

For more information, go to
www.backbayastro.org

The BBAA is a member organization of the Astronomical League.


http://backbayastro.org/calendar.php

The Sunflower Galaxy
By Dan Pelzel

M63, the Sunflower Galaxy
is aflocculent spiral galaxy (SAbc) four
in the Canes Venatici constellation.

It's 29.3 million light years away at
interacts gravitationally with M5!
| imaged this last Marcht ahe Stauntol
River Star Party. It wasold, windy, anc
the ground was soel from days of rai
and snow flurries. Because of thin clou
high winds, and equipment failurésvas
only able to get 2.5 hours out of the
hours | had planned otffy forecastsfor
more miserable weatheraused me t
retreat home with minimal datand
cracked tent poles. 2.5 hours of d
wouldn't normally be enough for
image but the very dark skies at the SF
prevailed.

More Observers on page 11

Imaged by Dan Pelzel with 8in RC, ASI1600MM-Coo

and LRGB filters.
For full resolution image go to:
https://www.astrobin.com/full/338552/C/

Looking Uy

to discover the night skyand the joy you bring them ci
be seen at every outreach event.

The second thinga b o ut A L o ask the
Astronomcal Leagué sbserving programs. In the pg
our club members have completed many of the prog
as can be evidenced by viewing our Hall of Fame se
on the website located hei@BAA Observing Program
Hall of Fame Completing these programs will ena
you to be a better observer and amateur astronomel

l 6d | i ke t o r eQuteeachiy
a Pro/Am Privilegeby Kristine Larsen in th
December 2018 issue of the Reflector. If
h a v e n 0 tl highlg recdmmend,it.

While on the topic of theAL observing
programs| would also like to thank Bill McLea
for all of his years
ALCOR, and towelcome our new ALCOR, Bruc
Powers.

See you at the next club event and until then |

Looking Up.
Stiawn Loesctier



http://backbayastro.org/observing_programs.php#halloffame
http://backbayastro.org/observing_programs.php#halloffame
https://www.astrobin.com/full/338552/C/

Night Sky Network

By David Prosper

April 6s skies find
clusters after sunset, and a great gatherinc
planets just before sunrise.

Mars shows stargazers astly what the term
Aipl aneto originally m
across the evening sky this month. The anci
Greeks used the terplanete,meaningwanderer
to label the bright stdike objects that travellec
between the constellations of the zuyear after
year.

You can watch Mars as it wanders through
sky throughout April, visible in the west for sevel
hours after sunset. Mars travels past two of
most famous star clusters in our night sky: 1
PleiadesandHyades Look for the red lanet next
to the tiny but bright Pleiades on April 1st. By tl
second week in April, it has moved eastward
Taurus towards the larger-8haped Hyades. Re
Mars appears to the right of the slightly brighi
red-orange staAldebaran on April 11th. We see
only the brightest stars in these clusters with
unaided eyes; how many additional stars can
observe through binoculars?

Open clusters are made up of young stars k
from the same fAstar ni
two open clusters are roughdymilar in size.The
Pleiadesappears much smaller as they are 444 |i
years away, roughly 3 times the distance of
Hyades, at 151 light years distant. Aldebaran it
the same line of sight as the Hyades, but is actL
not a member of the clustet;actually shines just
65 light years away! By comparison, Mars
practically next door to us, this month just a me
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18 light minutes from Earthit hat 6 s abot
million miles. Think of the difference between how lo
it takes the light to travel from these bodies: 18 mint
vs. 65 years! The rest of the bright planets rise be
dawn, in a loose lineup starting from just above
eastern horizon to high above theuto Mercury,
Venus Saturn, andJupiter. Watch this month as th
apparent gap widens considerably between the gas ¢
and terrestrial planets. Mercury hugs the horizon
month, with Venus racing down morning after morni
to join its dimmer inner sal system companion rigr
before sunrise. In contrast, the giants Jupiter and S
move away from the horizon and rise earlier all mo
long, with Jupiter rising befe midnight by the end o
April.

TheLyrids meteor shower peaks on April 22nd, k
sadly all but the brightest meteors will be washed out
the light of a bright gibbous Moon.

This article was distributed by

NASA Night Sky Network
Visit



https://nightsky.jpl.nasa.gov/
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By Ted Forte

A couple of months ago, | hosted sor
travel journalists at the Patterson Observat
(on the campus of the University of Arizon
Sierra Vista). Toward the end of their visit th:
interviewed our participating club members a
asked what our o6dr ec¢
dream was to move to southern Arizona &
have a 3dnch telescope in my dark back yar

So yeah, | ayd ameliging thg
dream!

New members of BBAA are wondering
who is this guy (and why is he a member
BBAA if his driveros
it)? | 6ve been a me
and up until mieR012 when | retired and move
to Arizona, lwas a pretty active member. | mi:
my BBAA family a lot; | miss the events
Skywatch, Night Hike, and Boardwalk, and tl
planetariums, and | really miss the EC&ast
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Ted Forteds peBOHORSG
roll off roof that houses a computer d¢aoiled
30-inch f/4.45 StarSplitter Dob.

Coast Star Party) Soafter more than a half doze
years away, |l thought
While | certainly miss Virginia, | love my nev
home. Southeasterrizona is a Mecca fol
astronomers for a reason. Cochise County .,
where | reside, boasts more than 60 amateur

Continued next page




Patterson Observatory

observatoriesOu r countyds spa
stringent outdoor lighting codes make for a pretty d
sky.

Situated about 8 milegast of Sierra Viste
Arizona on 4.5 acres of high desert scrub at an altit
of 4,160 feet, my obser
that houses a computer controlled-iB6h f/4.45
StarSplitter Dob.

| purchased my home, the observatory and the
inch from Gary Meyers of Stellar Catthe creator of
the Servo Cat dual axis drive system with which sc
of you are no doubt familiar. My scope was his t

plattorm when his product line was first beir
developed. The serendipitous availability of
property just as my retirement neared is the reas:
landed in Sierra Vista.
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Patter son Qbmeh/B.l at
RC in a 16foot Ash Dome

My Arizona club (Huachuca Astronom
Club) members are the volunteer operator:
an obsevatory on the UA South campus (tf
Patterson Observatory) that houses an C
20-inch /8.1 RC in a 1800t Ash Dome. As
both an officer of the club and a sittir
member of the board of directors for tl
foundation that owns the facility, | am the
facto director of that observatory. We c
much of our outreach there and | spe
enough time there to call it a second home

So, | am living the drear enjoying a
remarkably dark sky from the convenience
my backyard and living large in a small rur
town. Yet, | still think about my Tidewate
friends and | 0m sti
the BBAA! (Al beit
days). If you find yourself visiting SE Az
(I'dm just 20 minute
and say hello!

-Ted Forte



Congratulations to Kayla Robinson on
being selected for the NASA Internship!
Read the full story on Kayla’s blog.
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CLue MEETING

We met for our monthly meetings on March 7
andApril 4™ at TCC Virginia Beach. Full meeting
minutes are posted on owebsite.

The Back Bay Amateur Astronomers meet on the

first Thursday of each month from 7:301 9pm.

Typically, we meet at TCC iginia Beach on the secon

floor of Building J& the Science Buildingin room JC
11. (room may vary

Occasionall vy, we

All meetings are free and open to the puld. After
normal business, there is usually a presentation.

meet a
the first floor, or at the Plaza Middle School planetarit

Did you know?

The BBAA has
Scholarship Opportunities

The BBAA scholarship programoffers
financial assistance to graduating high sch
seniors in our area that demonstrate an avid inte
in astronomy. The BBAA awards two scholarshi
each year. A geeral $1,500.00 scholarship and t
Georgie June Memorial Astronomy Scholarship
$500.00. Georgie June was a passionate am
astronomer and longtime active member of
BBAA.

To apply, download our scholarship
application form.If you would like to make a

donation to our scholarship fund please go to
BBAA storeand scroll down to theection marked
"Donate to the BBAA Scholarship Fund".

Deadline to apply is May 1.



http://backbayastro.org/documents/BBAA_2019_Scholarship_App.pdf
http://backbayastro.org/documents/BBAA_2019_Scholarship_App.pdf
http://backbayastro.org/store.php#donate
http://backbayastro.org/documents.php
https://astrokayla.wordpress.com/2019/03/10/i-got-a-nasa-internship/?fbclid=IwAR3K_QOz8EYt8V76AhWTCMps0sVzefA50k0Z74p3rZZWjXXhomdm3itm-qo




